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Hijjas Kasturi, distinguished alumnus of the Faculty, launched an exhibition of 
highlights from his practice Hijjas Kasturi Associates on 17 March/ >read more

CONCRETE GLASS STEEL



2

We are very 
pleased to deliver 
to you the first 
edition of Atrium 
in 2008. This is a 
momentous year 
for the University 
of Melbourne and 
a notable one too 

for the Faculty of Architecture Building and 
Planning. 

With the introduction of the Melbourne 
Model for education, we are redefining 
Australian educational opportunities and 
establishing a context in which to prepare 
students for successful contributions to an 
increasingly complex professional world. With 
the establishment of the Melbourne School 
of Design as our graduate school, we are 
emphasizing that graduate education is a 
particular experience and that we contribute 
to all our professions a creative and synthetic 
approach that is distinctive. 

This Faculty has a long history of contribution 
to education and research in the professional 
fields of architecture, landscape architecture, 
property, construction and urban planning, 

as well as notable contributions in related 
fields of history, conservation, urban design 
and workplace planning. There are more than 
5,500 individuals around the world who call 
themselves ABP Alumni, among them some of 
the most prominent and influential architects, 
builders, designers and planners of the 
Twentieth Century. 

This is a contribution which will continue; 
some of the most distinguished professional 
contributions of the first decade of this century 
have been made by our alumni. In February 
2008 we admitted the first students in to our 
new graduate professional programs and 
announced the Melbourne School of Design to 
which all graduate students will be admitted 
for study. Undergraduates preparing for these 
Masters programs will enter the Bachelor of 
Environment in which they will gain a breadth of 
understanding of policy, technological, scientific 
and design strategies with which to address 
future opportunities. 

While we prepare for the future, we also 
celebrate those continue to make significant 
contributions to our Faculty and community. 
In this issue of Atrium we bring you news of 
academic colleagues and alumni. As a Faculty, 
we are enormously proud of our graduates and 
want to build and maintain connections that 
extend beyond graduation. In addition to sharing 
our stories, we want to know about your own 
achievements, contributions and success. 

Our interests span a wide range of interests 
and rather than spread ourselves thin in every 
issue we are choosing to focus. In this issue we 
are reporting significantly on the architectural 
community and in future issues this year we 
will devote attention to the other programs we 

offer, urban planning, landscape architecture, 
property and construction. 

You will read of accomplishments of several 
of our community in the following pages. 
For example, we recently welcomed Hijjas 
Kasturi to the Faculty to open an exhibition of 
his work in Malaysia. Over the decades since 
he graduated from ABP, Hijjas has led the 
development of the architectural profession 
in Malaysia and designed many of the most 
significant buildings in the country. We are 
very pleased that an alumnus of our Faculty. 
Budiman Hendropurnomo, Director of Denton 
Corker Marshall’s offices in Jakarta was 
awarded recently a Commonwealth Australian 
Alumni Award in Indonesia for his contribution 
to PT Duta Cermat Mandiri and creative culture 
of Indonesia. We celebrate a distinguished 
colleague; Graham Brawn retired at the end of 
2007 after nearly thirty years in the Faculty.

One of my priorities is to develop stronger links 
with our Alumni community and foster ongoing 
engagement with the faculty.  I have recently 
appointed Alumni Coordinator, Melanie Schoo 
to work with me to strengthen our existing ties 
and develop framework to extend engagement 
with our Alumni.  This magazine is an essential 
component of this communication but there 
are several others. We hope that the Faculty 
can continue to be of assistance to you through 
research, exhibitions or industry partnerships. 
We look forward to welcoming you back to the 
campus and showing you what we have been 
doing. A

Professor Tom Kvan,  
Dean
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Conversation with Kasturi Deputy Dean and Director of the 
Melbourne School of Design, Professor Philip Goad spoke to Hijjas about his 
recollections of study at Melbourne and his thoughts on the industry.  
Visit: http://www.abp.unimelb.edu.au to view this unique insight 

Jianfei Zhu was promoted to an Associate 
Professor on January 1 this year, having been 
successful in the promotion rounds last year. As 
always the panel rigorously review applications 
and carefully identified those who met the 
criteria.

Miles Lewis has received a grant of nearly 
$63,000 from the Vera Moore Trust to digitise 
the Australian Architectural Index, so that it can 
be mounted on the Faculty web site and can 
be regularly updated. The index was originally 
created with funding from the Australian 
Heritage Commission and the Australian 
Research Council.  It is at present held on about 
60,000 cards and on microfiche, and the data 
will be newly entered from the cards onto a 
Filemaker Pro data base, under an agreement 
with Robin Grow of T/A Moderne Walking Tours. 

The grant was obtained with the assistance of 
Neil Clerehan, architect.

Philip Goad and his co-editors, Dr Ann Stephen 
(Powerhouse Museum, Sydney) and Andrew 
McNamara (QUT) were the winners of the 2007 
Art Association of Australia and New Zealand 
(AAANZ) Power Institute Prize for Best Book 
with their publication: Modernism and Australia: 
Documents on Art, Design and Architecture, 
1917-1967 (Miegunyah Press, 2006, reprinted 
2007).

Paul Mees gave the opening address at the 
Garnaut Climate Change Review forum on 
transport, planning and the built environment in 
Perth on Tuesday 19th February), and appeared 
Tuesday 26 February’s episode of the SBS 
‘Insight’ program dealing with the effects of 
climate change on cities.

Paul Carter and Emily Potter traveled to the 
tiny town of Shelley in Victoria’s far north 
east to make a presentation to a Community 
Drought Recovery Forum at the invitation of the 
Towong Shire. They spoke about their current 
research concerning place-making, creativity 
and community resilience in the context of the 
significant social suffering in the region that is 
the result of several years of drought.

Philip Goad gave a lecture entitled “Holiday 
Modern: 20th century domestic architecture 
and the Port Phillip Idiom” at the Mornington 
Peninsula Regional Gallery on Friday 8 February 
2008 to coincide with the gallery’s current 
exhibition ‘Aspendale Beach: an artists’ haven”.

Dominique Hes whose appointment as Lecturer 
was confirmed at the first meeting of the 
Faculty’s Confirmation and Promotions Panel 
for 2008.

Hermanta Doloi is travelling to KL and Hong 
Kong to conduct corporate training in project 
risk management and project appraisal and 
evaluation to 60 professionals.  Organised 
through the Applied Technology Group based in 
Singapore, this initiative promotes diversity of 
teaching in the Melbourne School of Design.

Bharat Dave visited Launceston on the invitation 
of RAIA Tasmania Chapter, where he delivered 
a talk titled ‘Production of Digital Space’ at the 
University of Tasmania another talk at RAIA 
Office in Hobart.

Alex Selenitsch has now submitted the 
final, bound copies of this thesis and will be 
graduating with his PhD soon.  Alex’s thesis is 
a milestone for us as it is the first PhD thesis 
submitted from this Faculty that explicitly 
incorporates creative works.

Kevin O’Connor has been successful in 
winning a grant from the Volvo Research and 
Educational Foundations to study ‘The Impact 
of Freight Logistics for Urban Development and 
Sustainable Future Transport’.  This is a very 
timely award given the current media focus on 
freight logistics with the commencement of 
channel dredging in Port Phillip Bay, and Kevin’s 
work will no doubt contribute significantly to this 
debate as it unfolds. A
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Hijjas Kasturi, distinguished alumnus of the 
Faculty, launched an exhibition Concrete, 
Glass, Steel which showed highlights of his 
practice Hijjas Kasturi Associates (HKAS) in 
the Atrium of the Architecture building on 
Monday 17 March.  In launching the exhibition 
he described the path he took from studying 
in Australia to being an academic in Malaysia 
and then setting up the successful practice of 
HKAS.

Mr Kasturi then gave a public lecture titled 
‘In Search of Identity in Architecture’ outlining 
significant buildings designed by HKAS.  He 
categorized the development of the buildings 
by HKAS spanning Concrete – characterized 
by the initial buildings completed in Malaysia, 
followed by the Metal influenced designs of 
prize winning buildings in Riyadh, then the 
more recent Glass constructions.

Hijjas Kasturi studied at the University of 
Adelaide and the University of Melbourne 
(Bachelor of Architecture 1965, Graduate 
Diploma of Town and Regional Planning 1966).   
“Those were the golden years of Australian 
architecture to me. The times of Robin Boyd, 
of Roy Grounds and Peter Muller. It was the 
time when the Olympic Swimming Pool had 
just been completed - magnificent vanguard 
buildings, breakthroughs in architecture - such 
as the beginnings of Sydney Opera House, 
when the whole world was looking at it. It was 
a really fantastic time to be a student.”

He returned to Singapore in 1966, then 
moved to Malaysia in 1967, where he 
founded the School of Art and Architecture at 
MARA Institute of Technology. He went into 
partnership in 1969, and then formed the 
practice Hijjas Kasturi Associates (HKAS) in 
1997.

Characterised by the major concerns of 
architecture, town planning and building, 
plus the arts-oriented influences of industrial 
design, graphic and textile design, and fine 
arts, the practice of HKAS has a unique vision.

Major buildings in Kuala Lumpur such as 
Menara Maybank (1989), Tabung Haji (1986), 
Putrajaya Convention Centre (2003) and the 
4G11 Tower (2008) currently being built in 
Putrajaya are a small sample of the influential 
buildings designed by HKAS.

Mr Hijjas Kasturi’s work is recognised 
internationally. In 1998 he received the Tokyo 
Creation Award and in 2001 the Malaysian 
Architect’s Institute Gold Medal. He was also 
awarded an Honorary Doctorate from the 
Unviersiti Malaya in 2005.

Hijjas Kasturi 
visits the Melbourne School of Design




